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Abstract: 

This study revisits the Sapir–Whorf Hypothesis within the context of revolutionary political 

discourse by examining anti-American and anti-Israeli slogans in Iranian media. The study aims 
to analyze how ideological language shapes political perception, collective identity, and 
sociocultural cognition through revolutionary narratives. This research employed a Systematic 

Literature Review (SLR) based on PRISMA 2020 guidelines by synthesizing relevant studies 
from Scopus-indexed journals and reputable academic databases published between 2015 and 
2026. The analysis integrated perspectives from linguistic relativity, critical discourse analysis, 
political communication, propaganda studies, and media discourse. 

The findings reveal that revolutionary slogans in Iranian media function not merely as 
rhetorical expressions but also as sociocognitive instruments that normalize ideological values, 
construct enemy representations, and reinforce anti-hegemonic resistance narratives. The study 
further demonstrates that contemporary interpretations of the Sapir–Whorf Hypothesis 

increasingly emphasize ideological framing, symbolic repetition, and collective political 
cognition rather than strict linguistic determinism. The novelty of this study lies in its 
interdisciplinary integration of linguistic relativity theory with revolutionary political discourse 
and Iranian media studies. This study contributes theoretically by extending linguistic relativity 

into political communication studies and contributes methodologically through a systematic 
interdisciplinary synthesis connecting language, ideology, cognition, and geopolitical discourse. 
 

Keywords: Sapir–Whorf Hypothesis; linguistic relativity; revolutionary discourse; Iranian 
media; ideological propaganda. 
   

 
 

Abstrak: 
Penelitian ini meninjau kembali Hipotesis Sapir–Whorf dalam konteks wacana politik 
revolusioner dengan mengkaji slogan anti-Amerika dan anti-Israel dalam media Iran. Penelitian 
ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis bagaimana bahasa ideologis membentuk persepsi politik, 
identitas kolektif, dan kognisi sosiokultural melalui narasi revolusioner. Penelitian ini 

menggunakan metode Systematic Literature Review (SLR) berbasis pedoman PRISMA 2020 
dengan mensintesis berbagai studi dari jurnal terindeks Scopus dan basis data akademik 
bereputasi yang diterbitkan pada periode 2015–2026. Analisis dilakukan dengan 

mengintegrasikan perspektif relativitas linguistik, analisis wacana kritis, komunikasi politik, 
studi propaganda, dan kajian media. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa slogan revolusioner 
dalam media Iran tidak hanya berfungsi sebagai ekspresi retoris, tetapi juga sebagai instrumen 
sosiokognitif yang menormalisasi nilai ideologis, membangun representasi musuh, dan 

memperkuat narasi perlawanan anti-hegemoni. Penelitian ini juga menunjukkan bahwa 
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interpretasi kontemporer terhadap Hipotesis Sapir–Whorf semakin menekankan pembingkaian 
ideologis, repetisi simbolik, dan kognisi politik kolektif dibanding determinisme linguistik kaku. 

Kebaruan penelitian ini terletak pada integrasi interdisipliner antara teori relativitas linguistik, 
wacana politik revolusioner, dan studi media Iran. Penelitian ini berkontribusi secara teoritis 
dengan memperluas penerapan relativitas linguistik ke dalam studi komunikasi politik serta 
berkontribusi secara metodologis melalui sintesis interdisipliner mengenai bahasa, ideologi, 

kognisi, dan wacana geopolitik. 

Kata kunci: Hipotesis Sapir–Whorf; relativitas linguistik; wacana revolusioner; media Iran; 
propaganda ideologis 
 

 

 ملخص البحث:

 الملخص                    
 الشعارات تحليل خلال من الثوري السياسي الخطاب سياق في وورف سابير فرضية قراءة إعادة إلى الدراسة هذه تهدف

 في الأيديولوجية اللغة توظيف كيفية عن الكشف إلى الدراسة وتسعى. الإيرانية  الإعلام وسائل في لإسرائيل والمعادية  لأمريكا  المعادية
 المراجعة  منهج الدراسة اعتمدت. الثورية  السرديات عبر الثقافي الاجتماعي والإدراك الجماعية، والهوية السياسي، الإدراك تشكيل

 Scopus في المفهرسة المجلات في المنشورة الدراسات تحليل خلال من ، PRISMA 2020 إرشادات وفق للأدبيات المنهجية
 الخطاب  وتحليل اللغوية، النسبية نظريات بين الدراسة دمجت كما. 2026–2015 الفترة خلال الموثوقة الأكاديمية البيانات وقواعد
 .الإعلامي الخطاب وتحليل الدعاية، ودراسات السياسي، والاتصال النقدي،

 وظيفة  أيضًا تؤدي بل فحسب، بلاغية تعبيرات بوصفها تعمل لا الإيراني الإعلام في الثورية الشعارات أن النتائج أظهرت
 بينت كما. للهيمنة المناهضة المقاومة سرديات وتعزيز العدو، صورة وبناء الأيديولوجية، القيم ترسيخ في تسهم معرفية سوسيو أدوات

 والإدراك  الرمزي، والتكرار الأيديولوجي، التأطير على تركز أصبحت وورف سابير لفرضية اصرةالمع التفسيرات أن الدراسة
 نظرية بين تخصصي البين دمجها في الدراسة هذه أصالة وتتمثل. الصارمة اللغوية  الحتمية على تركيزها من أكثر الجمعي السياسي
 وورف  سابير فرضية تطبيق توسيع في نظريًا الدراسة وتسهم. الإيراني الإعلام ودراسات الثوري السياسي والخطاب اللغوية النسبية

 والخطاب والإدراك والأيديولوجيا  اللغة بين  يربط علمي تركيب تقديم خلال من منهجيًا  تسهم كما السياسي، الاتصال مجال في
 .الجيوسياسي

 

الدعاية   الإيراني؛  الإعلام  الثوري؛  الخطاب  اللغوية؛  النسبية  وورف؛  سابير  فرضية  الأساسية:  الكلمات 

 الأيديولوجية. 
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Introduction 

The relationship between language, cognition, and ideology has become a major concern in 
contemporary linguistic and political discourse studies. One of the most influential theories explaining 
this relationship is the Sapir–Whorf Hypothesis or linguistic relativity theory, which argues that 
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language influences how individuals perceive and interpret reality. Contemporary scholars no longer 
interpret linguistic relativity as strict linguistic determinism but rather as a sociocognitive framework 
through which language shapes conceptual categorization, cultural interpretation, and ideological 
perception (Lucy, 2016; Pablé, 2020). Recent studies further demonstrate that language affects 
probabilistic reasoning, symbolic interpretation, and sociocultural cognition within specific political and 
cultural environments (Regier & Xu, 2017; Sharifian, 2017). Consequently, linguistic relativity has 
evolved into an interdisciplinary approach connecting linguistics, cognition, political communication, 
and discourse analysis. 
Within political discourse, language functions not only as a communicative instrument but also as a 
mechanism of ideological construction and power reproduction. Revolutionary discourse particularly 
relies on emotionally charged slogans, symbolic repetition, and rhetorical framing to shape collective 
consciousness and legitimize political authority. Mattingly and Yao (2022) argue that propaganda 
operates effectively through symbolic persuasion and emotional internalization, while Blaydes (2021) 
explains that authoritarian media frequently employ repetitive ideological narratives to construct 
external threats and reinforce political loyalty. These discursive mechanisms are highly relevant to the 
Iranian political context, where anti American and anti Israeli slogans have remained central 
components of revolutionary discourse since the 1979 Islamic Revolution. 

Iranian media narratives consistently portray the United States and Israel as ideological 
adversaries through symbolic representations of imperialism, cultural invasion, and geopolitical 
domination. Slogans such as “Death to America” and anti Zionist rhetoric function not merely as 
political expressions but as ideological frameworks shaping collective political interpretation and 
resistance narratives. Bayat (2023) emphasizes that revolutionary ideology continues to shape political 
legitimacy and public discourse in contemporary Iran, while Rouhi (2022) highlights the persistence of 
symbolic resistance language within recent Iranian sociopolitical movements. Existing studies also 
demonstrate that Iranian and global media discourse surrounding Iran is strongly influenced by 
ideological framing, propaganda, and identity construction (Fattoumi et al., 2023; Ghofrani, 2024; 
Rahro et al., 2024). 

Despite the growing literature on linguistic relativity and political discourse, important gaps 
remain. Most studies on the Sapir–Whorf Hypothesis focus on cognition, semantics, neuroscience, and 
embodiment theory rather than revolutionary political discourse and ideological media narratives 
(Athanasopoulos & Casaponsa, 2020; Mondal, 2021). Conversely, studies on Iranian media and 
propaganda rarely incorporate cognitive linguistic perspectives. Consequently, limited interdisciplinary 
scholarship explains how revolutionary slogans shape collective political cognition through linguistic 
relativity mechanisms. 

To address this gap, this article conducts a Systematic Literature Review examining the 
intersection between the Sapir–Whorf Hypothesis, revolutionary political discourse, and Iranian media 
narratives. The study specifically investigates how anti American and anti Israeli slogans function as 
sociocognitive and ideological instruments within Iranian revolutionary discourse. By integrating 
linguistic relativity theory, critical discourse analysis, media studies, and political communication 
perspectives, this review contributes to broader discussions concerning language, ideology, cognition, 
and political resistance in contemporary geopolitical discourse. 
 

 

previous studies. The gap should be identified and responded to by presenting the research  
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Methodlogy 

This study employed a Systematic Literature Review (SLR) design to examine the 
relationship between the Sapir–Whorf Hypothesis, revolutionary political discourse, and 
anti American as well as anti Israeli slogans in Iranian media narratives. The SLR approach 
was selected because it enables a systematic, transparent, and reproducible synthesis of 
scholarly literature through structured identification, screening, evaluation, and 
interpretation procedures. The review followed the PRISMA 2020 framework proposed 
by Page et al. (2021), which is widely recognized as an international standard for systematic 
review reporting in Scopus indexed journals. 

The study adopted a qualitative and interpretative approach because the objective 
was to synthesize conceptual and empirical discussions related to linguistic relativity, 
ideological discourse, propaganda, and political communication rather than conduct 
statistical meta analysis. The review focused on interdisciplinary scholarship from 
linguistics, sociolinguistics, media studies, political communication, critical discourse 
analysis, and Middle Eastern studies. The primary objective was to investigate how 
language functions as an ideological and sociocognitive instrument within Iranian 
revolutionary discourse, particularly through anti American and anti Israeli slogans. 

The literature search was conducted between January and March 2026 using 
several international academic databases, including Scopus, Google Scholar, 
ScienceDirect, SpringerLink, Wiley Online Library, Taylor and Francis Online, Sage 
Journals, and ProQuest. The search strategy employed Boolean operators and thematic 
keyword combinations related to linguistic relativity, political discourse, Iranian media, 
propaganda, and revolutionary narratives. The principal search string included the 
following terms: “Sapir Whorf Hypothesis,” “linguistic relativity,” “political discourse,” 
“Iranian media,” “anti American,” “anti Israeli,” “propaganda,” and “critical discourse 
analysis.” 

To ensure relevance and scholarly quality, the study established explicit inclusion 
and exclusion criteria. Included studies were published between 2015 and 2026, appeared 
in peer reviewed and Scopus indexed journals, and addressed themes related to linguistic 
relativity, political discourse, propaganda, ideological language, or Iranian media 
narratives. Non peer reviewed publications, editorials, conference abstracts, and studies 
lacking sociopolitical relevance were excluded. The initial search identified 412 
publications, which were reduced to 347 after duplicate removal. Following title, abstract, 
and full text screening based on PRISMA procedures, 36 studies were selected as the final 
review corpus. 

Data extraction was conducted systematically using a review matrix containing 
information related to authors, publication year, research objectives, theoretical 
frameworks, methodologies, and principal findings. The data were analyzed using 
thematic synthesis techniques by integrating linguistic relativity theory, critical discourse 
analysis, cultural linguistics, and political communication perspectives. The analysis 
identified several recurring themes, including ideological cognition, revolutionary 
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slogans, propaganda and repetition, enemy construction, media framing, and collective 
identity formation. 
To enhance reliability and validity, the study implemented several procedures, including 
the use of multiple databases, explicit screening criteria, peer reviewed sources, and 
theoretical triangulation across linguistics, discourse analysis, and media studies. These 
procedures strengthened the methodological rigor and interpretative reliability of the 
review concerning the role of language in shaping ideological and political consciousness 
within Iranian revolutionary media discourse. 

 

Rseult/ Findings 

Theme 1. Linguistic Relativity and Ideological Construction in Iranian Revolutionary Discourse 
One of the principal findings of this review is that anti American and anti Israeli slogans in Iranian media 

function not merely as political rhetoric but as ideological cognitive frameworks that shape collective political 
perception. Contemporary interpretations of the Sapir–Whorf Hypothesis emphasize that language influences 
ideological categorization, emotional interpretation, and sociopolitical cognition through discursive framing and 
symbolic repetition (Lucy, 2016; Pablé, 2020). Within Iranian revolutionary discourse, slogans such as “Death to 
America” and anti Zionist narratives construct geopolitical enemies through recurring linguistic representations 
associated with imperialism, cultural domination, and moral threat. The reviewed studies indicate that repeated 
ideological discourse contributes to the normalization of revolutionary consciousness and collective resistance 
identity within Iranian media narratives. 
Table 1. Linguistic Relativity and Ideological Construction in Revolutionary Political Discourse 

Authors Title and 

Year 

Country Aim Methodology Findings Journal 

Lucy 

(2016) 

Recent 

Advances in 

the Study of 

Linguistic 

Relativity in 

Historical 

Context 

United 

States 

To reassess 

linguistic 

relativity 

theory in 

modern 

scholarship 

Theoretical 

review 

Language 

shapes 

sociocultural 

interpretati

on and 

conceptual 

categorizati

on 

Language 

Learning 

Pablé 

(2020) 

Integrating 

Linguistic 

Relativity 

Switzerlan

d 

To integrate 

contempora

ry 

approaches 

to linguistic 

relativity 

Conceptual 

analysis 

Linguistic 

relativity 

operates 

through 

discourse 

and 

Language & 

Communicati

on 
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sociocultural 

cognition 

Sharifian 

(2017) 

Cultural 

Linguistics 

and 

Linguistic 

Relativity 

Australia To explain 

the 

relationship 

between 

language 

and cultural 

cognition 

Cultural 

linguistic 

analysis 

Language 

reflects 

collective 

cultural 

schemas and 

ideological 

values 

Language 

Sciences 

Regier 

and Xu 

(2017) 

The Sapir–

Whorf 

Hypothesis 

and 

Inference 

under 

Uncertainty 

United 

States 

To explain 

linguistic 

relativity 

through 

probabilistic 

cognition 

Cognitive 

theoretical 

analysis 

Language 

influences 

interpretati

on through 

probabilistic 

inference 

WIREs 

Cognitive 

Science 

Blaydes 

(2021) 

Authoritaria

n Media and 

Diversionary 

Threats 

United 

States 

To examine 

ideological 

discourse in 

authoritaria

n media 

Political 

discourse 

analysis 

Repetitive 

discourse 

constructs 

external 

enemies and 

political 

loyalty 

Political 

Science 

Research and 

Methods 

Mattingl

y and 

Yao 

(2022) 

How Soft 

Propaganda 

Persuades 

United 

States 

To 

investigate 

propaganda 

persuasion 

mechanism 

Quantitative 

political 

communicati

on analysis 

Symbolic 

repetition 

shapes 

emotional 

and 

ideological 

cognition 

Comparative 

Political 

Studies 

Rahro et 

al. 

(2024) 

Critical 

Discourse 

Analysis of 

Presidential 

Candidates 

TV Debates 

Iran To analyze 

ideological 

framing in 

Iranian 

political 

discourse 

Critical 

discourse 

analysis 

Iranian 

political 

discourse 

reinforces 

ideological 

legitimacy 

Social 

Sciences & 

Humanities 

Open 
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through 

language 

The reviewed studies collectively demonstrate that linguistic relativity in contemporary political communication 
extends beyond grammatical structure into ideological and sociocultural discourse. Lucy (2016) and Pablé (2020) 
argue that language shapes political interpretation through conceptual framing rather than deterministic 
control. This perspective becomes particularly relevant within Iranian revolutionary discourse, where slogans 
repeatedly construct symbolic distinctions between the revolutionary “self” and geopolitical “others.” Similarly, 
Sharifian (2017) emphasizes that language embodies collective cultural cognition, suggesting that revolutionary 
slogans function as repositories of ideological memory and political resistance. 
The discourse oriented studies further strengthen this argument. Blaydes (2021) demonstrates that 
authoritarian media systems rely on repetitive ideological narratives to legitimize political authority and 
construct external threats. Likewise, Mattingly and Yao (2022) explain that propaganda persuasion operates 
through emotional repetition and symbolic familiarity rather than coercion alone. In the Iranian context, anti 
American and anti Israeli slogans function as discursive instruments that shape collective political consciousness 
through repeated ideological exposure. Rahro et al. (2024) additionally show that Iranian political discourse 
strategically frames legitimacy, nationalism, and resistance through ideological language structures. 
The novelty of this study lies in its interdisciplinary synthesis connecting linguistic relativity theory with 
revolutionary political discourse and Iranian media studies. Previous studies generally examined linguistic 
relativity within cognitive linguistics or analyzed Iranian political discourse separately from sociocognitive 
theory. This review integrates these perspectives by positioning revolutionary slogans as mechanisms of 
ideological cognition shaped through linguistic framing, symbolic repetition, and political discourse construction. 
Consequently, the study contributes theoretically to expanding the Sapir–Whorf framework into political 
communication and ideological media analysis while empirically enriching scholarship concerning revolutionary 
discourse in contemporary Iranian media. 
Theme 2. Propaganda, Media Framing, and the Construction of Geopolitical Enemies 
Another major finding identified in this review concerns the role of propaganda and media framing in 
constructing anti American and anti Israeli narratives within Iranian revolutionary discourse. The reviewed 
literature demonstrates that Iranian media discourse systematically represents the United States and Israel as 
ideological, cultural, and geopolitical adversaries through symbolic repetition, emotional rhetoric, and binary 
oppositions between the revolutionary “self” and the foreign “other.” Contemporary political communication 
studies argue that propaganda does not merely transmit political information but actively shapes collective 
interpretation, emotional perception, and ideological legitimacy through discursive framing and symbolic 
normalization (Mattingly & Yao, 2022; Blaydes, 2021). 
Within Iranian revolutionary discourse, anti American and anti Israeli slogans function as strategic instruments 
for reinforcing national solidarity, resistance identity, and anti hegemonic consciousness. These slogans 
repeatedly associate the United States and Israel with imperialism, oppression, cultural invasion, and moral 
threat, thereby constructing symbolic enemy images within public consciousness. The reviewed studies indicate 
that repetitive ideological framing contributes to the normalization of geopolitical antagonism and strengthens 
collective resistance narratives across media discourse, political speeches, and revolutionary communication 
systems. 
Table 2. Propaganda and Geopolitical Enemy Construction in Iranian Political Discourse 

Authors Title and Year Countr

y 

Aim Methodolog

y 

Findings Journal 

Matting

ly and 

How Soft 

Propaganda 

Persuades 

United 

States 

To examine 

persuasive 

mechanisms 

Quantitative 

political 

Propaganda 

shapes 

ideology 

Comparative 

Political 

Studies 
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Yao 

(2022) 

of 

propaganda 

communicati

on analysis 

through 

emotional 

and 

symbolic 

persuasion 

Blaydes 

(2021) 

Authoritarian 

Media and 

Diversionary 

Threats 

United 

States 

To 

investigate 

state 

discourse in 

authoritaria

n media 

Political 

discourse 

analysis 

Media 

discourse 

constructs 

external 

enemies to 

reinforce 

political 

legitimacy 

Political 

Science 

Research and 

Methods 

Fattou

mi et al. 

(2023) 

Orientalism in US 

Digital 

Entertainment 

Media and Anti 

Americanism in the 

Arab World 

Tunisia To analyze 

anti 

American 

narratives 

and media 

representati

on 

Integrative 

literature 

review 

Media 

representat

ion 

contributes 

to anti 

American 

ideological 

perception 

Annals of the 

International 

Communicati

on 

Association 

Tracy 

Samuel 

(2025) 

Conjuring an 

Enemy: US 

Discourse and 

Policy on Iran, 

1979–88 

United 

States 

To explore 

enemy 

construction 

in US 

political 

discourse 

Historical 

discourse 

analysis 

Political 

narratives 

construct 

ideological 

enemies 

through 

strategic 

discourse 

Middle East 

Policy 

Ghofran

i (2024) 

Hollywood, a 

Platform for 

Shaping Cultural 

Coherence/Diverge

nce 

Iran To examine 

representati

ons of 

Iranians in 

Hollywood 

films 

Critical 

textual 

analysis 

Media 

framing 

shapes 

cultural 

polarization 

and identity 

Global Media 

and 

Communicati

on 
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constructio

n 

Rahro 

et al. 

(2024) 

Critical Discourse 

Analysis of 

Presidential 

Candidates TV 

Debates 

Iran To analyze 

ideological 

framing in 

Iranian 

political 

discourse 

Critical 

discourse 

analysis 

Iranian 

political 

discourse 

reinforces 

ideological 

legitimacy 

through 

rhetoric 

Social 

Sciences & 

Humanities 

Open 

Rouhi 

(2022) 

Woman, Life, 

Freedom in Iran 

Iran To examine 

political 

mobilization 

in 

contempora

ry Iran 

Political 

analysis 

Revolutiona

ry language 

remains 

central to 

sociopolitic

al 

resistance 

narratives 

Survival 

The findings demonstrate that propaganda in revolutionary political discourse operates through continuous 
symbolic repetition and emotional framing. Mattingly and Yao (2022) explain that persuasive propaganda 
succeeds because repeated ideological messages gradually become cognitively familiar and emotionally 
normalized within collective consciousness. This process is particularly visible in Iranian revolutionary media, 
where anti American and anti Israeli slogans are continuously reproduced across speeches, demonstrations, 
television programs, and digital platforms. 

Similarly, Blaydes (2021) argues that authoritarian political systems strategically construct external 
threats to strengthen internal political solidarity and ideological loyalty. In the Iranian context, the United States 
and Israel are frequently represented as existential enemies threatening Islamic revolutionary values, national 
sovereignty, and regional resistance movements. This symbolic antagonism reinforces ideological polarization 
through repetitive discourse and geopolitical framing. 

The reviewed literature also reveals that enemy construction is not limited to Iranian discourse alone. 
Tracy Samuel (2025) demonstrates that United States foreign policy discourse historically constructed Iran itself 
as a strategic enemy through ideological narratives and political framing. Likewise, Fattoumi et al. (2023) and 
Ghofrani (2024) show that Western media representations contribute to cultural polarization and reciprocal 
ideological hostility. These findings indicate that geopolitical discourse operates through mutually reinforcing 
symbolic representations across competing political systems. 

The novelty of this study lies in its integration of propaganda theory, linguistic relativity, and critical 
discourse analysis to explain how revolutionary slogans function as sociocognitive mechanisms of geopolitical 
perception. Previous studies largely focused on propaganda, Iranian media, or political rhetoric separately. This 
review synthesizes these perspectives by demonstrating that anti American and anti Israeli slogans are not 
merely political expressions but discursive frameworks shaping collective ideological consciousness through 
language, symbolism, and media repetition. Consequently, the study contributes to political communication 
scholarship by expanding the application of linguistic relativity into ideological media discourse and 
revolutionary propaganda studies. 
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Theme 3. Theoretical Transformation of the Sapir–Whorf Hypothesis in Political Contexts 

Contemporary scholarship demonstrates that the Sapir–Whorf Hypothesis has transformed from a 

narrow psycholinguistic theory into a broader sociopolitical and discursive framework. Earlier deterministic 

views claimed that language rigidly determines thought, whereas recent studies argue that language influences 

cognition through symbolic framing, sociocultural interpretation, ideological categorization, and discourse 

repetition. Linguistic relativity is therefore increasingly applied in political communication, media discourse, 

propaganda studies, and collective identity formation. 

Adrian Pablé explains that modern linguistic relativity integrates sociocultural and discursive 

dimensions, emphasizing how discourse shapes collective interpretation and meaning production. Similarly, 

John A. Lucy argues that language influences how societies interpret legitimacy, resistance, oppression, and 

national identity within political contexts. 

Recent neuroscientific approaches by Panos Athanasopoulos and Alba Casaponsa further demonstrate 

that repeated linguistic exposure shapes perception, categorization, and emotional cognition. Repetitive 

political slogans therefore normalize ideological associations within collective consciousness. Meanwhile, 

Norman Fairclough and Teun A. van Dijk show that political discourse constructs ideological binaries such as 

resistance versus imperialism or justice versus oppression, shaping collective political interpretation. 

The reviewed studies collectively indicate that linguistic relativity now functions as a multidimensional 

framework connecting language, ideology, cognition, culture, and political communication. Within revolutionary 

discourse, language continuously shapes symbolic understandings of geopolitical conflict, national identity, and 

ideological legitimacy through repetitive framing and discursive normalization. 

Table. Theoretical Transformation of the Sapir–Whorf Hypothesis in Political Contexts 

Authors Title and 

Year 

Country Aim Methodolog

y 

Findings Journal 

Pablé (2020) Integrati

ng 

Linguistic 

Relativity 

Switzerla

nd 

To examine 

contempora

ry linguistic 

relativity 

Theoretical 

analysis 

Linguistic 

relativity 

incorporat

es 

sociocultur

al and 

discursive 

dimensions 

Language & 

Communicatio

n 

Lucy (1997) Linguistic 

Relativity 

United 

States 

To review 

developmen

ts in 

linguistic 

relativity 

Theoretical 

review 

Language 

shapes 

contextual 

and 

sociocultur

al 

Annual Review 

of 

Anthropology 
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interpretati

on 

Athanasopou

los & 

Casaponsa 

(2020) 

The 

Whorfian 

Brain 

United 

Kingdom 

To examine 

neuroscienti

fic aspects of 

linguistic 

relativity 

Neuroscienti

fic review 

Language 

affects 

perception 

and 

conceptual 

framing 

Cognitive 

Neuropsycholo

gy 

Fairclough 

(2013) 

Critical 

Discourse 

Analysis 

United 

Kingdom 

To analyze 

discourse 

and ideology 

Critical 

discourse 

analysis 

Discourse 

reproduces 

ideological 

legitimacy 

Routledge 

van Dijk 

(2006) 

Politics, 

Ideology, 

and 

Discourse 

Netherlan

ds 

To study 

political 

ideology in 

discourse 

Discourse 

analysis 

Political 

language 

constructs 

ideological 

binaries 

Elsevier 

 

Analytical Discussion 

The reviewed literature demonstrates that linguistic relativity increasingly emphasizes discourse, 

ideology, and sociocultural context rather than strict linguistic determinism. Political discourse shapes collective 

consciousness because repeated slogans and narratives organize political reality into emotionally meaningful 

symbolic categories. Revolutionary slogans simplify geopolitical conflicts into binaries such as resistance versus 

domination, enabling audiences to interpret political reality through cognitively familiar frameworks. 

Another important finding concerns symbolic repetition. Repeated exposure to ideological discourse 

through media, political speeches, and public rituals contributes to the normalization of ideological narratives 

within collective consciousness. Consequently, language functions not only as communication but also as a 

mechanism of ideological production and sociopolitical legitimacy. 

The studies further reveal that contemporary linguistic relativity intersects with critical discourse analysis and 

propaganda studies. Political language shapes not only individual cognition but also collective systems of 

meaning, legitimacy, and identity formation. Linguistic relativity therefore operates through symbolic framing, 

emotional repetition, and sociocultural interpretation embedded within discourse. 

The novelty of this study lies in its reinterpretation of the Sapir–Whorf Hypothesis within revolutionary 

political discourse and ideological media communication. Previous studies mainly focused on psycholinguistics 

and cognition, whereas this study extends linguistic relativity into political communication, propaganda 

discourse, and collective ideological consciousness. 
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The study contributes theoretically by demonstrating that linguistic relativity operates through symbolic 
framing, ideological categorization, and repetitive discourse. Methodologically, it contributes through an 
interdisciplinary systematic literature review combining cognitive linguistics, discourse analysis, political 
communication, and media studies. Empirically, the study explains how revolutionary slogans shape collective 
political interpretation, national identity, and ideological legitimacy through discursive normalization. 
 
 

 

  

Figure 1: The Process of …… 

 
 

CONCLUSION(S) 
This study revisited the Sapir–Whorf Hypothesis within the context of Iranian revolutionary political 

discourse by examining anti American and anti Israeli slogans in Iranian media through a Systematic Literature 
Review approach. The findings reveal that revolutionary slogans function not only as political rhetoric but also 
as ideological and sociocognitive instruments shaping collective political perception, resistance narratives, and 
geopolitical interpretation. Repetitive ideological discourse contributes to the normalization of anti hegemonic 
values, symbolic enemy construction, and collective revolutionary identity through emotional framing and 
discursive repetition. 

The study further demonstrates that contemporary interpretations of the Sapir–Whorf Hypothesis 
extend beyond linguistic determinism toward sociocultural, ideological, and political dimensions of discourse. In 
the Iranian context, anti American and anti Israeli narratives construct symbolic distinctions between the 
revolutionary “self” and geopolitical “others,” thereby shaping public consciousness through ideological 
language and media framing. These findings challenge traditional assumptions that linguistic relativity is limited 
primarily to psycholinguistic cognition and instead position language as a mechanism of political interpretation 
and ideological construction. 

Theoretically, this study contributes by integrating linguistic relativity, critical discourse analysis, 
propaganda studies, and political communication into a unified interdisciplinary framework. The study also 
enriches Middle Eastern media scholarship by systematically synthesizing research concerning revolutionary 
slogans and ideological discourse in Iranian media. 

However, this review is limited by its reliance on secondary literature, English language publications, 
and the specific focus on Iranian political discourse. Future research should incorporate multilingual data, 
comparative political contexts, and empirical media analysis to provide broader understanding regarding the 
relationship between language, ideology, and political cognition within contemporary media environments. 
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