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Abstract:
	This research aims to analyze the types of figurative language found in the lyrics of Miley Cyrus' Endless Summer Vacation album and explore the meaning of the figurative language found in the selected songs. This research focuses on three songs: “Flowers,” “Wonder Woman,” and “Island.” It uses Arvius’s (2003) theory of figurative language and Leech’s (1981) theory of meaning. This research used a qualitative approach; data was collected by searching, downloading, reading, and identifying figurative language in song lyrics. The research results show that metaphor is the figurative language most often used in Miley Cyrus' song lyrics. Besides that, connotative meaning is the most common form among the types. This research highlights how figurative language in songs is crucial in expressing deeper emotions and themes, especially those favoured by the younger generation. The conclusion highlights the importance of figurative language in enhancing emotional depth and creative expression in modern music.
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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Abstrak:
	Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis jenis-jenis bahasa kiasan yang terdapat pada lirik album Endless Summer Vacation karya Miley Cyrus dan mengeksplorasi makna bahasa kiasan yang terdapat pada lagu-lagu terpilih. Penelitian ini berfokus pada tiga lagu: “Flowers”, “Wonder Woman”, dan “Island”. Ini menggunakan teori bahasa kiasan Arvius (2003) dan teori makna Leech (1981). Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif; Pengumpulan data dilakukan dengan cara mencari, mengunduh, membaca, dan mengidentifikasi bahasa kiasan dalam lirik lagu. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa metafora merupakan bahasa kiasan yang paling sering digunakan dalam lirik lagu Miley Cyrus. Selain itu, makna konotatif merupakan bentuk yang paling umum di antara jenis-jenisnya. Penelitian ini menyoroti betapa bahasa kiasan dalam lagu sangat penting dalam mengekspresikan emosi dan tema yang lebih dalam, terutama yang disukai oleh generasi muda. Kesimpulannya menyoroti pentingnya bahasa kiasan dalam meningkatkan kedalaman emosi dan ekspresi kreatif dalam musik modern.

Kata kunci: Bahasa kiasan; Lirik lagu; Miley Cyrus



[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]INTRODUCTION 
       Language is the main sign that focuses on people’s interactions and aims to indicate ideas resulting from various conditions. Collinson et al. (1921), defined language as a human invention whereby sentiments and ideas are passed from one person to another. Language as a medium in social relations means that language fulfills the primary function of getting through to one another, further justification that language has a function of enabling people to reason and share ideas. Therefore, there is a need to be sensitive to how language is used in pop culture, especially in songs, because language is a large part of people’s everyday experience.
        Figurative language is defined as a mode of message encoding in which the sender of a message uses metaphors to attract the attention of the receiver of the message. People can convey meaning beyond the interpretation of words. According to Arvius (2003) Literal language usually requires knowledge of specific facts and is difficult to understand in a particular context. In contrast, figurative language allows poets to express complex emotions and ideas. Analyzing imagery in songs is essential because one can discover meanings in the song that were not initially familiar to the listener and thus constantly deepen the appreciation for the music being listened to.
        An essential component of linguistics to relate language and communication integrally is meaning, as defined by (Leech,1981). In general, meaning is divided into three types: denotative, connotative, and social values. These types are then integrated to provide another framework in which language constitutes cultural reality. Understanding what meaning does regarding literal language, specifically figurative language, is essential to understanding various messages such as song lyrics.
        To be more precise, all people know the tune of this song. Songs are a common form of music worldwide that comprises both tune and words probably intended to incite emotion and present meaning. When it comes to creating ambiguities, lyrics can be very figures of speech and hence be used as an effective tool to create many unique meanings.        Songwriters deliberately use it to attract sympathy, make something out of mind, or, better yet, convey events that happened. People feel captivated by lyrics because they use body and mind to address a word in multiple ways through figurative language. This is why songs are suitable for practicing or examining figures of speech's effects on feelings and thoughts.
        Miley Cyrus is a singer and female actor who created an incredible career in the amusement world. Initially beginning her work as a child star for the Disney Channel show Hannah Montana, she gained fame and following. After desertion behind her teenage image, Cyrus presented artistic ability through diverse albums and musical projects that examined further and more complex themes. Her latest album, Endless Summer Vacation, released in 2023, marks a new chapter in his career, where he continues to demonstrate her skill in creating relevant and emotionally moving music. News obtained from https://www.biography.com/musicians/miley-cyrus 
        In this study, the researcher is interested in the lyrical content of the album Endless Summer Vacation by Miley Cyrus, primarily focusing on “Flowers,” “Wonder Woman,” and “Island.” All of these songs have been written by Miley Cyrus and are about the singer’s and her healing after the end of a relationship. Because of the high degree of the figurative language used in the album some parallels between various types of the figurative means expressing different facets of the emotional and social information can be analyzed.  Therefore, researchers are interested in examining the lyrics of the selected songs based on their actuality and the existence of various important meanings related to the lyrics and the manipulation of language used by the author. Therefore, the researcher is interested in examining the lyrics of the selected songs based on their actuality, the existence of various important meanings related to the lyrics, and the manipulation of language used by the author. The phenomenon that emerges from this research is how figurative language is used as an artistic tool in song lyrics to convey complex emotions and messages. Figurative language is essential in creating hidden layers of meaning behind the words used. The songs on this album describe feelings such as love, longing, freedom, and self-reflection, all conveyed creatively through figurative language. This phenomenon shows that figurative language enriches the lyrics' aesthetics and helps listeners understand a more profound message. Through figurative language, listeners can connect emotionally with the songs and interpret their meanings based on their experiences.
[bookmark: _Hlk178938539]       Several studies have analyzed figurative language in different literary works. One such study, conducted by Asrul (2022), focused on figurative language in Margaret Mitchell’s drama script Gone with the Wind. Using qualitative and quantitative approaches, Asrul collected data through field research, using Perrine’s (1974) theory to categorize different forms of figures of speech. The study found several kinds of figurative language, including metaphor, hyperbole, personification, simile, synecdoche, metonymy, and symbols. Similarly, a study by Situmeang & Hilman (2023) examined figurative language in Donald Trump's 72nd session speech at the United Nations General Assembly. Using Perrine's (1963) theory, this descriptive study identified figurative elements such as symbolism, euphemism, and antithesis. Another research by Adha (2024) analyzed the figurative language of Thomas Gray’s poem Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard. This qualitative descriptive study, utilizing Perrine's (1982) framework, found personification to be the most prominent figurative language in the poem. Furthermore, Ramandani & Hayati (2022) analyzed figurative language in the lyrics of Coldplay's album. Using descriptive qualitative methods and Reaske's (1966) classification of figures of speech, they identified six types of figurative language: hyperbole, simile, metaphor, personification, repetition, and onomatopoeia, with metaphor and repetition being the most frequent. Lastly, a study by Fajeriah et al. (2024) explored figurative language in Lady Gaga's song lyrics using Reninger's (1969) theory. The qualitative research found paradox, simile, parallelism, metaphor, and hyperbole as the dominant types of figurative language.
       The five studies again focused on metaphor, hyperbole, personification, and simile. Yet, the extant studies have provided only classifications of these types without attempting to explore the meanings conveyed by figurative language. Differently, researchers investigate the kinds of figurative language and the meaning fixed in the figurative language found in song lyrics. By curious about the interaction between figurative language and its meaning, the researcher aims to choose how these linguistic devices inform the lyrics' overall perception and emotional brunt. Furthermore, dependence on common theories, such as those of Perrine (1963, 1974, 1982), Reaske (1966), and Reninger (1969), give back a familiar way. This common way primarily contains familiar groundwork that classification figurative language based on specific characteristics or forms, focusing on identification and classification rather than interpretation. This research must extend the common groundwork by exploring uncommon theories and examining not only types of figurative language but also deeper meanings. 
        The researcher used figurative language theory from Arvius (2003) and Leech's (1981) meaning theory. The researcher chose to use this theory because previous research analyzed types of figurative language using the theory of Perrine, Reninger, and Reaske. However, previous research has not only analyzed types of figurative language without examining the meaning of the figurative language. Therefore, researchers look for gaps by using Arvius's (2003) theory and interpreting the meaning of figurative language. In Arvius' theory, there are six figurative language types: metaphor, simile, personification, oxymoron, hyperbole, and polysemy. Leech's theory has seven meanings, including conceptual, connotative, social, affective, reflective, collocative, and thematic. Through these two theories, the researcher posed two questions regarding which kinds of figures of speech are present in the lyrics of ‘Endless Summer Vacation’ by Miley Cyrus. Second, what is the meaning of figurative language found in the lyrics of the song Endless Summer Vacation by Miley Cyrus?

LITERATURE REVIEW
       According to Colston (2015, p. 70), figurative language communication is practical and enjoyable. Moreover, Barbara & Sweetser (2014, P. 10) noted that figurative language might construct a different content view. This proves that using figures of speech is highly crucial in the cognitive process used to decipher the intended meaning of a particular message, thus supporting the words (Arvius, 2003, p. 9) First of all, figurative language is important in art, particularly in lyrics, because it is capable of developing a multilevel meaning of emotions and additional experience, which can be descriptively provided to the listeners and various details in a moment; this is also crucial as it makes people feel an emotional and aesthetic value of the song. Arvius (2003) divides it into six types of figurative language as follows:
Metaphor 
Metaphor is a linguistic form that implicitly compares two things, showing that one thing is different to emphasize similarities without using the words "as'' or "like'' to differentiate it from a simile (Arvius, 2003, p. 98) 
Simile
Simile is a figurative language that uses conjunctions such as "as" or "like" to compare one thing with another (Arvius, 2003, p. 125) A simile implies similarities between two different things, but they are clearly not the same. 


Personification
Personification is another technique in which attempt is made to lend human qualities to non human things or even ideas (Arvius, 2003, p. 129). It is often used to provide depth or meaning to a description.
Oxymoron 
Oxymoron combines two influential words or phrases that create a new meaning (Arvius, 2003, p. 134).
Hyperbole
Hyperbole is a statement that can be used to make a point or create a dramatic effect (Arvius, 2003, p. 135).
Polysemy 
Polysemy is a phenomenon in which one word has several related meanings (Arvius, 2003, p. 141).
        According to Leech (1981, p. 2) meaning is not only an accurate form of speech but is also related to things that are known scientifically. This shows that meaning has more profound and complex dimensions, involving understanding context and broader knowledge about the world. Leech (1981) categorizes meaning into seven types as follows:
Conceptual Meaning
Conceptual meaning is a combinational and constitutive aspect of language that one can hardly describe (Leech, 1981, p. 11). 
Connotative Meaning 
Connotative meanings are several things that an expression is capable of conveying beyond the conceptual implications of the words used (Leech, 1981, p. 12).
Social Meaning
Social meaning is what a piece of language tells about the social context of its employment (Leech, 1981, p. 14)
Affective Meaning
Affective meaning is a paraphysical category for expressing emotions that depends on mediating other categories of meaning that are conceptual, connotative, or stylistic (Leech, 1981, p. 16)


Reflective Meaning 
Reflective meaning appears in the case if multiple conceptual meanings when one of the meanings becomes a part of the reaction given on the other one (Leech, 1981, p. 16)
Collocative Meaning 
Collocative meaning is the connotations that extra attributes accord a word based on meanings of the typical nearby words (Leech, 1981, p. 17)
Thematic Meaning 
Thematic meaning is infixed in how the speaker or the writer package the message when it comes to consideration, or the area of focus and the degree of emphasis given to the theme. (Leech, 1981, p. 19)

RESEARCH METHODS
      This research uses the descriptive qualitative method because the data comes from song lyrics, and it becomes the instrument of this research. The purpose is to discover the types and meanings of figurative language in Miley Cyrus' song lyrics. The data sources in this study are four song lyrics by Miley Cyrus. The data was obtained through the Internet. Then. To limit the research, the researcher chose three songs by Miley Cyrus, namely “Flowers,” “Wonder Woman,” and “Island.” The Writers of the songs include Miley Cyrus, Kid Harpoon, Tyler Johnson, and officially released in 2023 under the album recording Endless Summer Vacation. The researcher used several procedures to collect data, including searching, downloading, reading, and identifying. The researcher analyzed the data after finding the songs belonging to the symbolic language type. Here, the researcher used the model proposed by Miles & Huberman (1994), which consists of three steps, namely data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing or verification, as data analysis techniques.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
      Table 1 shows the findings of figurative language in Miley Cyrus' song lyrics. There are 25 data found in Miley Cyrus' song lyrics. The researcher found a total of 7 metaphors. Then, there were 3 similes. There were 4 personifications. The researcher found 3 oxymorons. Furthermore, for the hyperbole, the researcher found 6 hyperbole. The total number of polysemy found was 2. To see the percentage of figurative language in the lyrics of the songs "Flowers," "Wonder Woman," and "Island" by Miley Cyrus, see the table below.
Table 1. Types of Figurative language found in Miley Cyrus' song 
	No
	Types 
	Frequency

	1. 
	Metaphor
	7

	2. 
	Simile
	3

	3. 
	Personification
	4

	           4.
	Oxymoron
	3

	           5.
	Hyperbole
	6

	           6.
	Polysemy
	2

	
	Total
	25
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Data 1.
We were good, we were gold
Kinda dream that can't be sold
We were right 'til we weren't
Built a home and watched it burn     (Line 4)
         The lyrics "Built a home and watched it burn" contain a metaphor. It is considered a metaphor because the phrase "built a home" does not refer to building a physical house but represents the effort of creating something valuable (such as a relationship or a life), and the phrase "watched it burn" describes the destruction or failure of that effort. There are no explicit words like "like" or "as," so this falls under metaphor because the comparison between "house" and "relationship or personal interest" is implied rather than directly stated. In this case, the words used in the lyrics represent metaphors, so they have connotative meanings. It is a sensation of loss that is more than just building and then witnessing the physical appearance of a house burning down.
Data 2.
I can buy myself flowers                             
Write my name in the sand                            
Talk to myself for hours
Say things you don't understand
I can take myself dancing     (Line 12)
And I can hold my own hand 
Yeah, I can love me better than you can
       Lyrics "I can take myself dancing". Contains hyperbole. This is considered hyperbole because it shows an exaggeration. Usually, we think of "inviting" other people to dance. By stating that a person can "make oneself dance," it suggests an action usually performed with another person but delivered in a way that suggests that the individual has an extraordinary ability to enjoy the moment alone. Here, hyperbole emphasizes individual independence and freedom to find happiness. Thus, it creates a dramatic and impressive effect that a person can do things usually considered social activities alone, showing personal strength and empowerment. In this case, the words used in the lyrics represent hyperbole, so they have an affective meaning because they convey deep positive emotions and feelings related to independence and self-love. 
Data 3. 
I can buy myself flowers     (Line 26)
Write my name in the sand
Talk to myself for hours, yeah
Say things you don't understand
I can take myself dancing, yeah
I can hold my own hand
Yeah, I can love me better than you can
        In the expression “I can buy myself flowers,” there is polysemy. This means that the words are basic and related: "buy” and “flowers.” These words express some bodily movements and touch the principles of self-adoration and emotional individuality. In this case, the words used in the lyrics turn into polysemy, which in turn has an affective meaning. This expression gives out feelings of liberty and self-love, and the type of word used here gives a strong feeling.
[bookmark: _Hlk177751953]Types of figurative language found in Wonder Woman Song
Data 1.
She's a Wonder Woman
She knows what she likes
Never know she's broken
'Cause she's always fine
She's a million moments     (Line 5)
Lived a thousand lives        (Line 6)
Never know she's hopeless
Only when she cries
        In the lyrics, the phrase “a million, lived a thousand lives” is a metaphor because “a million” means that the woman is priceless or possessed a high worth. Since ‘million’ stands here not only as the number, but as the symbol of superb quality or potential, while ‘a thousand lives’ expresses as many different and meaningful experiences, as if one has lives in each human life. Here, the words that denote the lyrics are a metaphor – therefore the connotative meaning because when saying ‘a million’ here may encompass feelings as adoration, appreciation, acknowledgement of the value that this person has, ‘thousand lives’ most likely refers to the wealth of experience that one can gain in this case, which definitely” gives a positive feeling about the individual.
Data 2.
[bookmark: _Hlk177748297]She's a won't-stop woman
Hours on her hands
All the pain is polished     (Line 15)
All the tears are planned
        The sentence “All the pain is polished” contains personification because it gives a human nature to a non-human concept (pain) by implying that pain can undergo change and improvement. In this case, the lyrics' words are personified, so they have a reflective meaning. This means that one feature of a word (pain) acts on another feature of a word (processing or enhancement), making us appreciate the value behind the feeling.
Data 3.
She's a won't-stop woman
Hours on her hands
All the pain is polished                                 
All the tears are planned     (Line 16)
         The sentence "All tears are planned" contains personification. In this case, human characteristics, especially the ability to "plan," are associated with "tears," which are not human. Tears cannot be thought or planned but indicate that tears do not occur by chance or spontaneously. This was caused intentionally. The words used in the lyrics are personified, so they have a thematic meaning because the sentence "All tears are planned" emphasizes that the tears mentioned are not spontaneous but have been planned. By placing "All the tears" at the beginning of the sentence, the author wants to focus on the tears themselves where appropriate. The purpose of this structure is that the lack of choice to shed tears indicates that this is not a true emotion.
Data 4. 
She's a Wonder Woman     (Line 1)
She knows what she likes
Never know she's broken
'Cause she's always fine
She's a million moments
Lived a thousand lives
Never know she's hopeless
Only when she cries   
        “She’s a Wonder Woman” is an example of using polysemy. In this regard, “Wonder Woman” can refer to some aspects such as; “Superhero character.” On the most basic level, “Wonder Woman” is the name of the comic character created by D. C. Comics, which is associated with a feminine power icon. Then, it can be interpreted as "a strong and independent woman." In this regard, many women associate it and describe women as strong, independent, and able to overcome life's obstacles, even though this expression comes from a superhero character. Therefore, “Wonder Woman” has a minimum level, which signifies the superhero concept, and a second level, representing an empowering female figure. The words used in the lyrics are polysemous, so they have a conceptual meaning because the phrase "Wonder Woman" literally refers to a superhero character known to be strong, brave, and extraordinary abilities. This shows that the conceptual meaning of "Wonder Woman" is not only a view of the characters depicted in films or other works of art but also includes other characteristics in the image of the female figure represented as "Wonder Woman," for example, courage, perseverance, and leadership.
Types of figurative language found in Island Song
Data 1. 
I'm on an island, dirty dancing in the sun     (Line 1)
So close to heaven but so far from everyone
Yeah, I've got treasures buried underneath the sand
But I'm still wishing for all the love that I don't have
        The sentence “I’m on an island” can be called a metaphor because the phrase does not mean that someone is on an island. But this could mean she feels safe, or it could be an emotional or mental condition that makes her feel lonely. Instead of saying, "I’m lonely or I feel alone," the speaker says, "I’m on an island," representing loneliness in this context. This is an example of a metaphor that indicates the speaker's psychological or emotional condition as a feeling of being on an island and ignoring the outside world. The words used in the lyrics are figurative and contain connotative meaning because the phrase 'I'm on an island' literally means being on an island. This gives the impression of loneliness, unwantedness, and hopelessness that others can feel. This shows that words do not depend on feelings and moods but describe them, although often only in their connotation.
Data 2. 
Or have I landed in paradise?
I hear your voice like a song on the radio     (Line 23)
All day long 'cause, boy, I've been missing you
I hear your voice like a song on the radio, ah
I hear your voice like a song on the radio
All day along, 'cause, boy, I've been missing you
I hear your voice like a song on the radio, ah
       In the sentence “I heard your voice like a song on the radio,” this is an example of a simile. Like songs on the radio, phrases are components of imagery. Here, what is meant by the word "like" is someone's voice, which is stated to be in harmony with what is on the radio. This highlights situations when people listen to pleasant and perhaps emotionally stimulating sounds, such as music they like. The words in the lyrics are ambiguous and connotative because a person's voice is associated with positive and emotional reactions when listening to music. Such connotations enrich the expression and give it more nuances of meaning, rejecting puns and including a clear sense of emotion.
Data 3. 
I'm on an island, dirty dancing in the sun
So close to heaven but so far from everyone     (Line 2)
Yeah, I've got treasures buried underneath the sand
But I'm still wishing for all the love that I don't have
      The sentence "So close to heaven but so far from everyone" is an oxymoron because it combines two contradictory ideas to produce a complex meaning about emotional experiences. The phrase "So close to heaven" indicates closeness to something positive. "So far from everyone" indicates distance or isolation from others, which is a negative state. Combining the two creates a deep meaning of ambivalent or conflicted feelings in a person's experience of feeling close to happiness or perfection but still feeling isolated from the people around him. The words used in the lyrics are oxymorons, so they have a reflective meaning because there is an interrelated duality of meaning. Namely, "So close to heaven" implies happiness, peace, or an ideal state. And the phrase "So far from everyone" suggests isolation, loneliness, or loss of social connection. So that the reader's response to "close to heaven" may be influenced by an awareness of being "far from everyone."
Data 4.
I'm on an island, dirty dancing in the sun
So close to heaven but so far from everyone
Yeah, I've got treasures buried underneath the sand     (Line 3)
But I'm still wishing for all the love that I don't have
        The sentence "treasures buried beneath the sand" shows the use of hyperbole because the statement is an exaggeration and is not meant to be taken literally. This creates a dramatic effect that highlights the potential within a person even though no “treasure” is physically buried beneath the sand. The words used in the lyrics are hyperbole, so they have a thematic meaning because the organization of the message emphasizes the potential and value within a person. In this way, the focus on “treasures” and the context that implies they are hidden creates a more profound meaning about the quest to find something of value in life.
Data 5. 
Am I stranded on an island?     (Line 20)
Or have I landed in paradise?    (Line 21)
Am I stranded on an island?
Or have I landed in paradise?
        The following sentence, "Am I stranded on an island?", "Or have I landed in paradise?" including polysemy. The term "island" literally means an island, namely land surrounded by water. In the symbolic meaning, "island" means suffering or even loneliness, meaning the pain in a person or the unfavorable conditions she experiences. "paradise" means a place considered ideal or pleasant and connected with happiness or calm. "Paradise" can also be used to describe the psychological state a person experiences when they are in a joyful and relaxed mood. All the words used in the lyrics are polysemous, which means they have an affective meaning. However, it concerns two questions representing two semantic and emotional moods. First, "Am I stranded on an island?" This question suggests a kind of loneliness or perhaps helplessness. There is a case identified as being "on an island" that is associated with loneliness or isolation, which is probably even more dangerous or linked to anxiety. Second, "Or have I landed in paradise?" On the other hand, this question is likely to trigger emotions such as joy or satisfaction.

CONCLUSION
      In conclusion, this research aims to investigate the types of figurative language found in the lyrics of the album Endless Summer Vacation by Miley Cyrus and the meaning of this figurative language. The analysis found six main figurative language types: metaphor, hyperbole, polysemy, personification, simile, and oxymoron. Of these six types, metaphor is the most dominant type. This research also found five types of figurative language meaning: conceptual, connotative, affective, reflective, and thematic. Connotative meaning is the one that appears most often in lyric analysis. Studying figurative language is expected to provide a deeper understanding of song lyrics. The researcher hopes this research can contribute more to future research on figurative language. Researchers suggest that they focus on analyzing the relationship between the use of figurative language and themes or moral messages in song lyrics so that it will provide different findings from this research.
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